SCOOP
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE NNWLA
WWW.NNWLA.COM

January 19th: Start 2017 by aiming SMART
Please join us on January 19th at 12 noon
for our first event of 2017! We are pleased to have
Amy Tirre joining us for a lunch seminar at SoDo discussing setting and achieving our goals. Amy will show
us how to use the “AIM SMART” technique for attaining
our goals for the New Year. Come with a New Year’s
resolution and you will create an AIM SMART plan to
manifest your goals and make them a reality! Hope to
see you there!
The cost of the luncheon is $25 for members and
$30 for non-members. SoDo is located at 275 Hill Street.
Please visit NNWLA.com for registration and payment.
To pay by check, please RSVP to nnwla.rsvp@gmail.com
and send the payment to Jenna Garcia, c/o Alternate Public Defender’s Office,
P.O. Box 11130, Reno, NV 89520.
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Please Welcome the 2017 NNWLA Board
During our December meeting and annual holiday party, the NNWLA membership elected the new
2017 slate of officers: President, Laury M. Macauley;
Vice President, Marilee Breternitz; Secretary, Chelsea
Mazza; Treasurer, Jenna Garcia; and, Communications and Newsletter Chair, Kendra Bertschy.

L-R: Katie Hoffman, Jennifer Mayhew, Kendra Bertschy,
Marilee Breternitz, Laury Macauley, and Chelsea Mazza.
Not pictured: Jenna Garcia and Tara Zimmerman.

President, Laury M. Macauley, served as the
2016 Vice President. Laury is the founding partner of
Macauley Law Group, P.C. and practices in the areas
of estate planning, elder law, and business litigation.
Vice President, Marilee Breternitz, was NNWLA’s 2016 Secretary. She is a Deputy District Attorney
at the Washoe County District Attorney’s Office
Secretary, Chelsea Mazza, is new to the
NNWLA Board. She is a Deputy District Attorney at
the Washoe County District Attorney’s Office.
Treasure, Jenna Garcia, is also a new officer.
She is a Deputy Public Defender at the Alternate Public Defender’s Office.
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Communications and Newsletter Chair,
Kendra G. Bertschy served on the 2016 Newsletter Committee. She is a Deputy Public Defender
at the Washoe County Public Defender’s Office.
(Continued on p. 2)
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A Word From Our President
First, I want to wish all of our members a
very happy and prosperous new year. NNWLA had
a lively and productive holiday season this year.
We all enjoyed the festive Holiday Party at the
beautiful home of Judge Lynne Simons. Elegant
Herb did a wonderful job with the catering, and
Judge Simons, the 2016 Board members, and the
volunteer bartenders (George Smith, Chris Day,
Krys Benyamein and Jordan Davis) worked hard to
make it a fun event for all who attended.
Happily, NNWLA raised enough money from
its members and their family and friends to shop
with 45 children from Veterans Elementary School.
Each child got to shop for clothes and spend approximately $110 ($100 donated and a $10 coupon)
at JCPenney with one of our volunteer shoppers.
Many of our hard-working and generous volunteers
enjoyed that shopping even more than the children
did! It was definitely a joyous morning for all involved.
As we close 2016, NNWLA looks back on a
successful year. From our January self-defense
class given by Reno police officers to Judge Valerie
Cooke’s valuable luncheon seminar in November on
practice and life tips, we had a year of monthly
events that allowed us to keep connected and to
continually increase our knowledge (and CLE credits!). I want to thank our outgoing President Lauren
Berkich for all of her hard work and the 2016

It’s Membership Renewal Time
As we welcome the start of a new year, it’s
also time to renew your NNWLA membership for
2017 and submit the membership dues. Dues will
remain at last year’s levels. Renewing your membership has never been easier, it can be done
online at nnwla.com/membership or by completing
the form on page 6 and returning it to our incoming
Treasurer at the address listed on the form.
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Board for their diligence in planning and executing
all of the events during the year: Secretary Marilee
Breternitz, Treasurer Anjali Webster, Communications and Newsletter Chair Katie Hoffman, Newsletter Committee members Tara Zimmerman, Kendra
Bertschy, Katie Brady, Kaitlyn Miller, and Diana Zuccarini.
Now we look forward to an educational and
social 2017. The new Board will be examining
changes to be made in our social media and event
choices, and we welcome all input and ideas from
our members (and you can email me any time at:
laury@macauleylawgroup.com). We already have
an interesting luncheon event scheduled for noon at
SoDo Restaurant on Thursday, January 19th when
attorney Amy Tirre will be speaking on “Goal Setting” for the new year. And, during February, we
will be hosting a social mixer with yet another opportunity for our members to reconnect.
If you haven’t already done so, please renew
your NNWLA membership for 2017. The membership fees allow us to put on our social and charitable
events during the year, including
the end of the year Holiday Party
and the Veterans Elementary
Shopping Event. We thank and
appreciate all of our current and
future members.
Here’s to a great 2017!
By Laury M. Macauley

2017 Board Continued...
The 2016 NNWLA Board also welcomes the
Newsletter Committee Members: Katherine Hoffman, Jennifer Mayhew, and Tara Zimmerman.
Katie Hoffman served as the 2016 Communications
and Newsletter Chair. She is an associate at Fennemore Craig, practicing regulatory and administrative
law. Jennifer is a Deputy Public Defender at the
Washoe County Public Defender’s Office. Tara
served as the 2016 Events Coordinator. She practices commercial litigation at Kaempfer Crowell.
The 2017 NNWLA board looks forward to
another great year!
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Thank You Veterans Memorial Shoppers and Donors!
Thanks to the incredible
generosity of our members, their
families, and law firms, NNWLA
was able to spread holiday cheer
this season to 45 deserving children from Veterans Memorial Elementary School.

Reichenberg, Lynne Rivera, Brandon Sendall, Chandeni Sendall, and Brad Wunderlich.

On page 4, please find additional information and a word of appreciation from
Veteran’s Memorial Elementary School’s Counselor,
Sussan Bowser.

Gold Donors: Bowen Hall; Douglas Clark; Gunderson Law Firm; Leverty and Associates Law Chartered; Outside Paralegal Solutions LLC; Hon. Lynne
Simons and Mark Simons; and Marilyn L. Skender.

This event would not have been possible
without the volunteers shoppers who showed up
bright and early on a weekend morning at JCPenney.
We could not have had such a successful event without all of their participation. These shoppers included: Amanda Allen, Marc Allen, Sally Bassett, Louise
Bernstone, Marilee Breternitz, Douglas Clark, Karen
Clark, Beth Davis, Hannah Davis, Tyler Elcano, Holly
Estes, John Funk, Stephanie Funk, Kim Goodnight,
Ben Hoffman, Katie Hoffman, Courtney Leverty, Patrick Leverty, Claire Macauley, Laury Macauley, Chelsea Mazza, Holly Parker, Jacey Prupas, Catherine

Several of the shoppers have made this event
a yearly tradition. We appreciate your continued support. If you were unable to attend the event this year,
please consider joining us next year!
Thank you also to our generous donors:

Silver Donors: Berkich Family Law PLLC; Kathleen
Brady; Marilee Breternitz; Jamie Burke; Tiffany Bodger; Janet Chubb; Barbara Finley; Rachel Flocchini;
Linda Gardner; Katie Hoffman; Lemons, Grundy &
Eisenberg; Hon. Patricia Lynch; Laury Macauley; Alice Mercado; Kathy Noneman; Holly Parker; Emily
Reed; Schroeder Law Offices, P.C.; Chandeni Sendall; Christine Smith; Abigail Stephenson; Ryan Sullivan; and, Amy N. Tirre.
Bronze Donors: Marc Allen; Emily Gust; Marie Kerr;
Jodi Donetta Lowry; Hon. Deborah Schumacher; and
Janet Traut.

CONGRATULATIONS

2016 Sustaining Members

Please join us in proudly congratulating our
new judicial officers!

Thank you to our 2016 sustaining members:

Hon. Jessica Longley,
Sparks Justice Court;
Hon. Shelly O’Neill,
Reno Municipal Court;
Hon. Lydia Stiglich,
Nevada Supreme Court;
&
Hon. Ryan Sullivan,
Reno Justice Court
Congratulations to each of you and we wish
you the best in your new position!
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Kim Goodnight
Gayle Kern
Hon. Cynthia Lu
Hon Shelly O’Neill
Miriam Shearing
Amy Tirre
Diana Zuccarini

We greatly appreciate your support of NNWLA!
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Veterans Memorial Elementary
STEM Academy
Home of the Eagles!
1200 Locust Street, Reno, NV 89502
Phone (775) 333-5090 Fax (775) 333-5092
December 17, 2016
To Everyone Involved With NNWLA,
Santa’s bells ringing, children singing, and adults glowing with generosity and kindness!
It is with tremendous pleasure and gratitude that I am writing this letter to you! Some of
you were able to join us for the shopping event. To that group, you got to see first-hand
how amazing an experience this was for all of the students, families and the volunteers.
Many of you join us each year, and I am happy you can be a part of the holiday sprinkle
you spread to our wonderful families at Veterans Memorial STEM Academy. For those of
you who couldn’t join us in person, but generously contributed, we wanted you to know
we are very grateful. It does take a village, and you are definitely an important part of our
school community! Thank you for helping to create what we have with this shopping
event!
Your organization has provided this event for us for a good number of years, and it continues to be my favorite! I get to be the lucky person who informs our families their child
has been chosen for a shopping spree! As I make these calls and hear the expressions of
happiness and appreciation, I get to feel like what it must be like to be Santa! This past
week I spoke to several parents who burst into tears after I gave them the news!
We realize there are many worthy causes throughout our community. Please know that
we are extremely grateful that you choose our children and families year after year!
Thank you for spreading joy upon the Christmas of our students and families. May your
holidays be showered with all the warmth, kindness and compassion that you have
brought to us!
With The Greatest Appreciation,

Sussan Bowser
School Counselor
Veterans Memorial STEM Academy

NNWLA Membership Meeting
December 13, 2016
The annual meeting of the membership was called to order at approximately 6:45 p.m.
Elections:
The following slate was presented to the membership for election:
President: Laury Macauley
Vice President: Marilee Breternitz
Secretary: Chelsea Mazza
Treasurer: Jenna Garcia
Newsletter: Kendra Bertschy
Committee Members: Katherine Hoffman, Tara Zimmerman, and Jennifer Mayhew
The slate was unanimously approved by the membership.
Per these elections, any past board members, including, Lauren Berkich and Anjali Webster, need to be
removed from the NNWLA bank account.
Marilee Breternitz and Jenna Garcia must be added to the bank account. In addition, Laury Macauley must
remain in place on the account.
New business:
The next membership meeting is TBD.

2017 Northern Nevada Women Lawyers Association Membership Registration
(Personal information will not be published or provided to third parties)
Name: _______________________

Telephone (work): ___________________________

Mailing Address:
_____________________________

Fax: ______________________________________
EMail: _____________________________________

_____________________________
_____________________________
State(s) and Years (s) admitted to practice:
______ Nevada

_____ Others: ____________________________

Membership Type/Annual Dues:
_____
Fewer than two years of practice in Nevada: $50.00
_____
Government attorneys (regardless of years of practice): $50.00
_____
Retired attorneys (regardless of years of practice): $50.00
_____
More than two years of practice in Nevada: $75.00
_____
Sustaining member: $125.00
Please make checks payable to "Northern Nevada Women Lawyers Association" or NNWLA and remit to:
Jenna Garcia
c/o Alternate Public Defender’s Office
P.O. Box 11130
Reno, Nevada 89520
More information about you (check all that apply):

My practice areas include:

______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

___________________________________________

Solo practitioner
Fewer than 5 attorneys in firm
5-10 attorneys in firm
More than 10 attorneys in firm
Contract Attorney
Employed by Government
Agency/Court
Judicial Law Clerk
Not currently practicing
Seeking employment

___________________________________________
___________________________________________

What subjects/activities would you like to see as topics for the monthly lunch meetings?
_____ political/legislative issues
_____ mentoring
_____ family law issues
_____ stress management
_____ career options
_____ CLE credit
_____ local legal community issues
_____ issues particular to women practicing law
_____ other (please specify)__________________________________________________
Do you have any suggestions as to activities and/or events that you would like NNWLA to sponsor or participate in during 2016? ________________________________________________________________________________
If our meetings were moved from the third Tuesday of the month, what day(s) each month would be best for you?
Please also specify days for luncheons and dinner events if they differ.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Other comments:___________________________________________________________________________

