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July 21st: Summer Social Event at Royce
Please join us on Thursday, July
21st at 5:30 p.m. for our summer social
event at Royce. Summer is often a
busy time for our members and their
families, so we hope that you will join
us for this relaxing and fun opportunity
to catch up with other NNWLA
members. NNWLA will provide snacks
for our members to enjoy on Royce’s
beautiful patio at 115 Ridge Street.
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A Look Back: The First All-Women 9th Circuit Panel
On Wednesday, March
11, 1981, Judge Betty Binns
Fletcher convened a historic,
all-women panel of Ninth Circuit judges in San Francisco.
Judge Fletcher’s remarks on
this occasion were preserved
by the Short Circuit, an “off the record” publication from the Clerk’s Office of the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals:
We understand that this is an historic occasion. Not only is it the first time
that three women have sat together as a
panel of appellate judges in the Ninth
Circuit but, we believe, in the United
States and perhaps in all the world.
Judge Dorothy Nelson of this Court and
Judge Judith Keep of the United States
District Court from San Diego join me on
this happy occasion. We wish to take
note of it and to let all of you know, not
only on behalf of all the women judges,
but of the women
lawyers and of the
women of the world, that we rejoice in it,
and we hardly believe it. Speaking from
my own perspective, when I graduated
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from law school in 1956 not only was it
legal to discriminate against women, but
discrimination was rampant. My law
school advised me that, although I had
been first in my class, it was unlikely that
they could help me get a job with a law
firm and that I must make my own way.
In my home state of Washington
women were at first cherished. In the
time of the pioneers, when women were
few and the tasks at hand were many
and arduous, they were even allowed to
vote under an act of the territorial legislature. Then came a challenge to the act
as being inconsistent with the Organic
Act for the Territory passed by Congress. In respect to voting it provided
that all citizens over the age of twentyone could vote. And yet when Nevada
Bloomer sought to vote in Spokane,
Washington in 1888, she was denied
that right, and in her lawsuit, which is
included in the court reports of the territory of Washington, it was stated that
(Continued on p. 2)
Page 1

4-5
6

A Word From Our President
Thank you to those
of you who attended our
social event on June 16th
at the Reno Art Bar.
NNWLA members painted
a floral design and enjoyed
some wine to help the
By Lauren Berkich
creative
juices
flow.
check out the the Reno Art Bar, next-door to
Napa Sonoma in Plumbgate Shopping Center!
They were great to work with and frequently
hold special events.

wards Fall, we have several interesting and educational events planned, including a CLE on
military law, a debate regarding the marijuana
ballot initiative, and a CLE on Alternative
Dispute Resolution.

Summer is a busy time historically for our
NNWLA members. So for July, we will host
another social event. On July 21, 2016 at 5:30
p.m., come mingle with us at Royce, located at
115 Ridge Street. NNWLA will provide appetizers. Royce has a great patio! So we hope you
can joint us for quick after-work cocktail!
Keeping with tradition, NNWLA will take
August off and there will not be a scheduled
NNWLA event. However, in looking ahead to-

Monthly Divorce Workshop
Starting August 4, 2016, the Second

Saturday organization will offer monthly 2-hour
workshops designed to help participants
explore the legal, financial, and emotional
issues of divorce and gain a greater understanding of the process. The workshop consists
of segments taught by a family law attorney, a
financial professional, and a therapist.
Reno financial advisor Leah Schug is
looking for family law attorneys who are
interested in presenting at this program. Workshops will take place the first Thursday of the
month from 11:30-1:30 at Reno Art Bar. If you
are interested in working with Second Saturday,
please contact Leah at 916-797-7737 or
leah.schug@morganstanley.com.
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Participants in NNWLA art night at the Reno Art Bar!

Second Saturday was founded in 1989
by the non-profit Women’s Institute for Financial
Education.

A Look Back, Continued
(Continued from p. 1) perhaps for certain
purposes women might be citizens, but
surely it was never intended that they
vote.
So it is a long road we have
travelled and it is with great pride that
today we sit here, the first all-woman
panel of judges. Let me close by saying
that we will be content when 51% of the
judges are women.
Special thank you to Judge Valerie Cooke for
passing along these wonderful remarks.
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